
Please relay my position to the board.

Please deny the quarry.   I am a long time North County resident, have lived near the 

intersection of Las Pilitas 

and Pozo Roads for almost 15 years.  In that time I have seen the "traffic" increase 

substantially.  

Large heavy trucks do not mix with school children,  regular rural commuters and cyclists.  I 

have witnessed

many many near misses among all of these groups.  Please protect everyone with a NO on the 

quarry.

Anne Davies Sommerville

Supervisor Debbie Arnold

Re: quarry permit / controversy

Ist I need to say that I love the community of Santa Margarita, it is a very specials place.

But there are some other issues ..
The little town grew up around or “ a thwart”  a-trade-route” (hwy 58).
The residents of Santa Margarita do not  now own Hwy 58. they have chosen to live around it.
Many towns have had to put up with the realities of being on the trade route.
San Francisco comes to mind /  Hwy 101 dead-ends into it , goes on to the city streets and  
then 

continues at the foot of the Golden Gate Bridge..



101 used to go right through SLO (Monterey street) and passed the mission, the mission mall 
was

not always there.

And the are 100’s of other examples I will not boar you with..

I am not sure the (residents of SM ) have the right to have a  ‘meaningful’ say in this matter.
(regardless, it is appropriate that all are heard)

On a side note, it is a curious how many ‘staff’ members of SLO planning live in Margarita.
It sheds a very special light on any report which “ staff” produces on this matter.

I wish you enlightenment, leadership and inspiration in dealing with this sensitive matter.

Thank you for your time and attention

Tom Marre’ / 



Dear Chair Arnold and San Luis Obispo County Supervisors,

My name is Robert Winslow, and I own a civil engineering firm in San Luis Obispo County. I 

am writing you

in support of the Las Pilitas Quarry project.

My support for this project comes from a unique perspective as a professional engineer and as 

a resident with 

direct experience with the effected traffic routes. I have lived in San Luis Obispo County for 

11 years. During 

those years I have had the opportunity to live on both Las Pilitas Road as well as Huer Huero 

Road. Additionally,

I currently I live very near the Rocky Canyon quarry.

As a Registered Civil Engineer, I have worked on well over 100 projects over the last 11 

years. These projects include

county facilities, low income housing, roads, schools, parks, commercial buildings and 

houses.  One thing each and every

project has in common is that they all need aggregate products. I specify aggregate products 

on the plans that I prepare. 

At time I use alternate products as there is little competition for the aggregate supply in this 

area, which can drive price up 

and availability down. 

During construction I review product submittals and change requests for aggregate products. 

It is fairly common for 

contractors on projects to seek alternative to the few suppliers of aggregate because of price 

and supply issues. 

In some instances, we have even been asked to increase the thickness of asphalt to reduce the 

thickness of the gravel.

As we deal with our drought and strive to design projects to meet low impact design 

standards, the use of gravel and 

aggregates will only increase. All new construction projects are seeking alternatives to 

impervious surfaces. Aggregate

products often are used to increase the permeability of the surface. As I am sure you are 

aware, projects are also required

to retain stormwater now, in an effort to recharge the groundwater basin. This retention often 

happens in underground 

percolation systems that are bedded in gravel. These systems can be quite large and require a 

great quantity of gravel.

From a professional perspective, I see a need for more gravel supply to reduce asphalt use and 



facilitate the construction 

of Low Impact Design project. Our current suppliers are already struggling with demand, and 

soon will not be able to keep up. 

Without an additional quarry, we could be trucking in rock from miles away.

As a resident on Huer Huero Road, I drove to San Luis Obispo six days a week. I drove on 

Highway 58 at least twice a day. 

I know this road very well. Also, during this period, Mike Cole ran his trucking operation 

from his property on Highway 58. 

From my experience I can tell you that I seldom, if ever, encounter bicycle riders on Highway 

58 past Pozo Road. I can also

relay that when I did encounter one of the Cole Farms or any other large trucks, I always 

found the professional drivers to be 

courteous and safe. The largest safety issue I encountered on this stretch of road was from the 

volume of traffic relating to the

construction of the solar plants, which has tapered down upon completion of the projects. I 

found passenger cars and trucks 

on Highway 58 to be far more dangerous than the large trucks driven by professional drivers. 

As a resident of Las Pilitas Road, 

I drove on Pozo Road at least twice a day. Pozo Road, east of Highway 58 can be a much 

more treacherous drive than Highway 58.

In my experience the high volume of bicycle traffic combined with speeding passenger 

vehicles made this drive dangerous. That said,

I always found the intersection of Pozo and Highway 58 to have great visibility and was 

recognizably a point were the safety of the

road improved. In either situation, Huer Huero or Las PIlitas, I would have welcomed the 

introduction of truck trips by professional 

drivers, trips that may actually have a calming effect on passenger vehicles and make the rode 

more safe for bicycles.

I now reside near the Rock Canyon quarry. I encounter trucks hauling aggregate on a daily 

basis. The drivers of these trucks are 

always courteous and professional. I have never seen a truck fail to comply with stop signs. I 

have never encountered one speeding.

I have, however, experienced one of the truck drivers preventing an accident because he had 

better visibility that a car at an intersection

and was able to warn another driver of a car the failed to stop at a stop sign.

In summary, my opinions are:

The demand for an additional aggregate plant is present and will only grow

An additional plant may help curb rising aggregate prices

If we do not produce more aggregate locally, it will be trucked in, which causes 

environmental damage

The proposed plant is located on a public highway that was built for the express of 

facilitating commerce

The zoning for the project site is correct and consistent with it's surroundings

The addition of trucks to this route may increase safety for passenger cars and bicylces

The plant provides for much needed jobs and tax revenue

The drivers that will haul the materials produced at this plan are professional and safe

The community of Santa Margarita will benefit from the economic impacts associated 

with this project.



I look forward to your deliberation on this great project. If you have any questions, please feel 

free to call me.

Robert Winslow, PE
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Comments or questions (8,192 characters max):
Dear Supervisor Mecham,

When it's time to decide the fate of the Las Pilitas Quarry 
LLC
appeal on Tues. May 12th, please vote NO.



We live 1/4 block down from the proposed quarry & have serious 

problems with ALL the negative impacts it will have.

We are not NIMBYS!  We have a son who is a dirt haul trucker; 
our
lively hood was in construction; I personally lived, as a 
youngster,
in the shadow of an open pit, iron ore mine - It employed my 
father
& put food on our table - So I am in favor of mining 
operations in 
the RIGHT place!

Common sense says the location of the new quarry proposed, is 
a
disaster in the making ... Going over ALL the reasons why 
would
only be "stating the obvious" ...

PLEASE do the RIGHT THING & DENY the appeal ...

Thank you ...



Dear Board of Supervisors:

I will be at the meeting on Tuesday, but wanted you to know my thoughts beforehand. I am 

adamantly apposed to this project. 

I am REALTOR® and believe in property rights, but not to the degree that it effects a whole 

town's right to quiet enjoyment.

Have you been on this portion of HWY 58 when there is a bike next to you with another car 

or truck coming at you in the other lane?

It is not pleasant for the driver or the bike. I can go on and on with everything else you have 

already heard. 

Residents of Santa Margarita cannot believe this project has gotten this far - it is absolutely 

absurd. Your planning commission has 

recommended a no vote 

and I am too!

Respectfully,

--

Shari Bone, REALTOR® / Property Manager

Patterson Realty

www.ShariBone.com



-- 
Mid State Roofing

Paso Robles, CA 93447
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Dear Ms. Arnold,

As an owner of property off of Highway 58, I am strongly opposed to the Oster/Pilitas 

Quarry. The Planning Commission 

made the right decision to deny the Quarry a permit. I urge you to uphold the Planning 

Commissioin's decision and 

not allow this quarry to operate.

Regards,

Kevin Dowling













Dear Chair Arnold,

I, as a Cal Poly San Luis Obispo senior and a registered voter, am in complete support for the Las Pilitas Project and its 

local partners. 

I believe that this project is essential for the future well being of this county. It will create more local jobs and also maintain 

local control 

while providing additional needed recourses to the community. I support the approval of this important project, and I hope 

that you too

vote to support the Las Pilitas Project.

Sincerely,

Kristeen Sager

Kmsager@calpoly.edu


